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Frecept ot ( _onservation

. Frescrvation of cultural property including
materials that hold scientific, historica], religious or

social signhcicancc.
: ]rreplaccab]e legacg to be Prescrved for the future.

. Oppor’cunities for further studg and enjogmcnt of

the material remains of our Past.
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Cha”enges to our Frecepts
((_Inderwater or | errestrial)

. | reatment

: Timelg treatment

1

:unding
]nterpretation and study

Long term curation and stewaréship




IO s L b e g et g >~ e 2 it 4 i . )
t

| 5, Largc Scale Maritime
Frojects

. FIMNS Debraak
. World T rade ( enter Shipwreck
L [ he Ronson Ship
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Drief Historg of the FIMS

chraak

Cutter Debra.ak (Dutch for The
Beagle.

I i 780’s, sailed against England
under the Dutch Flag

Seized }39 Englana and brought
into Rogal Navg as 1M Slool:) of
War Praakin 1794

R@-rigg@d with sixteen (16) 24

Pound carronades ancl sank in 1800.
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Salvage of IMS DePraak

. DePraak was salvagcd EQ a salvage
company “5ub§a]”in 1984 and a
cannon, an anc%or, and a ship’s bell. H.M.S. DeBraak

3 ln 1985 Delaware took active
interest and aPProximatelg 27000
artifacts and the hull were recovered
inclu&ing cannons, cannonba”s,

barre]sj anchors, and Personal items.

£ Although the museum was involved,

' the shipwreck was recovered 139 a
salvage company. T herefore initia”g
the academic and archaeological

communitg was not suPPortive of
gurther stu&y.
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( _onservation | Hort

Onlg afew of:>j<-:cts initia”g

COﬂSCFVCd.

Majoritg of largc—: scale naval
objec’cs sat in large tanks of
water for 20 years Bemcore

gun&ing any conservation
emclcort.
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Sample (_onservation [“hotos
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Hullof the Deforask

/él’mough ultimatelg the majorit *f
ot the co”cctions were eventuaﬁg v e T i icangs
conser\/ed, umcortunatclg the Hu”
to date has not been.

e

Hull has been maintained wet with < £ |

>

5 cgcling spray system for almost
50 years.

Although the museum has been
vigilant in their attémpts to
stabilize and curate the hull,
umcortunatelg such a large scale
roject is Fraught with Funcﬂing
dhq’:JicultiesJ logistics for treatment
and ultimatelg ack of dedicated

exhibit or intérpretive facilities. ; -
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World Tra&e Cemtcr Hu”
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WT C [Hul
. ln2010, during redevelopmcnt of the WT C Proper‘cics a
Revolutionarg War T ra ship was recovered out of the landfill.

¢ Hu”) leather shoes) wooden cask and Barrc—:], Pc—:rsorsal items and

anchor (unrélatc—:d to ship) recovered.
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WTC Hul

Tl‘:c hull appears to have been scuttled into the landfill as part of the |
cribbing utilized to create the land cxPansion of lower Manhattan 18 LE
the cari i oth century.

T he client for this Prcﬂect is the Port Authoritg of New York/NJ.

e S e

Similar to the DePraak, many of the small artifacts were conserved
and are awaiting long term curation with the state.

n this case, the [Jullis actua”g being treated at the (_onservation
L_Jabs of | exas A&M - one of the few facilities in the US that can

‘ﬁand]e such a ]arge Prcﬂect.

] was involved initian{? with the recovery of the shil:) and treatment of
many of related artitacts.
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: One unusual objcct was a Fragment from the timbers of the
shiP having an incised tree mark on it. |tis unclear to the
archaeologists if this was a mark 59 one of the ship builders or
what it represents.
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( oncerns
Although hull will be conserved, &isposition of hull and collection is a

(_ollections hea&ing to NY S Museum archaeo]ogical collections but hull

c}isposition uncertam.

Freliminarg discussions with 9-11 Museum, but mission of that museum not

related to 18t Centur9 Naval Historg.

No access for Public to this unique archaeologica] resource.
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o The +, Ronson ShS ,

In 1982 early 1 3th~c¢:ntur3 three-masted ocean trader shil:) recovered |

from Water Street in lower Manhattan. t‘

200 tons and over 50 meters long bg clf:\/@]o‘:)@r l"}oward Konson. Joan
(eismar from NY( was retained as the archaeo ogist.

Thc Konson Shi was an old hul , a condemned vessel that was filled
with debris as a crﬁa for a wharf or expansion of the waterfront.
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Ship had been stripped of its rigging, gear, and decorations, before
bein@ filled with ciegr?s. G

e After excavation, the bow of the
Konson Ship was removed for

conservation.
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http://www.marinersmuseum.org/blogs/collections/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/0219141405.jpg
http://www.marinersmuseum.org/blogs/collections/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/17.jpg
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Concems

Similarlg to the other two Projects, much of the assemblage was
conserved 59 a varietg of conservators inclucling mysehc over a
Protractecl Periocl of time.

Due to budgetary constraints, the hull never received its full
conservation treatments. Althoug‘n F‘iG infusion was started, the
timbers were moved to \/irginia, statf changecl) and for an extended
Pcrio& of time, the hull became orp haned.

Conservation volunteerism Fina”g helped stabilize some of the timbers.

Tl"lé hull is now residing at the Mariners Museum with the rest of the
collection.

Urncortunatclg) further treatments were warranted but have not been
carried out due to financial constraints.
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Qucstion to [ onder

Keeping in mind that one of core precepts of conservation is to bl
Preser\/e cultural Eistorg as an irreplaceable legacg Bow are we as
a Proﬁession going to ensure that this is realized.

T e s et . o

Thcse three cxamplcs cxPlore the unique cha”cngcs in their
treatment of large maritime collections and further stuég.

However, the cha”cngcs of |ong term curation and stcwaréship IS
relevant to both terrestrial and marine archaeological collections.

Moving forward, how can our Promcession be more Proactive In our
legacg is not lost.




| i Contact]ngormation

. Questions or discussions

. Garg McGowan

f welcomed!
§
| ( _ultural Preservation & Kestoration

g email: gpr@att.net

& Cultural
: Preservation
& Restoration

e e

B T - , S i . G B


mailto:cpr@att.net

